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Nothing can fatisfy, but what confounds ; 
Nothing, -but what aftonifhes, is true. Nicat Trovcurs. 








HEN I firft propofed to undertake this Work, for the benefit 

of that world of which I had heretofore been a citizen, (and 
I may now, without the imputation of vanity, fay an ative and ufe- 
ful citizen), I forefaw, that from my particular fituation, and the fu- 
perior advantages I enjoy over all authors who have ever written, 
the fale of my Effays would much exceed thofe of any periodical pa- 
per hitherto publifhed. But I muft acknowledge, that, {pirit as I 
am, I had no conception, that the curiofity of the world below would 
have been excited in fo great a degree as it has been. Nearly two 
editions of the firft and fecond Numbers have already been fold, and 
a third edition is now actually in the prefs. Thefe Eflays are the 
conftant fubje&t of converfation in the coffeehoufes, and in all com- 
panies ; while the letters which I daily receive, of curiofity, approba- 
tion, congratulation, and gratitude, are fo numerous, that—the publifh- 
ers wifh my correfpondents in general would remember to pay the 
poftage. And I am confident they will do fo, if they advert to one 
circumftance : Let them recolle&t, that if I receive by poft only five 
hundred letters in a week, the publifhers muft pay for thefe at leaft five 
hundred pence, or two pounds one fhilling and eight pence Sterling ; 
whereas, were each of thefe five hundred correfpondents to pay the 
poftage,: it would coft them individually only a penny a-piece. 


I hope I fhall be pardoned this digreflion ; and I now proceed to 
lay before my readers a few, as a fpecimen of the many letters that 
have been fent me; and I truft I fhall be believed when I declare, 
upon the word and honour of a Ghoft, that my modefty has made 
me fupprefs thofe that were moft flattering, or at leaft would be moft 
likely to act in this way, were I a corporeal being fubje& to flattery. 


The firft is a very extraordinary performance, the xe plus ultra of 
the mountain in labour, being literally as follows : 


“« Angels and minifters of grace defead us, 
“« Be thou a fpirit of health or goblin damn’d, 
“ Bring’ft with thee airs from heaven, or blafts from hell, 
“‘ Thou com’ft in fuch a queftionable thape, 
“That I will fpeak to thee, [il call thee 
“ Mr Phantom, being, 
Sir, 
Your moit humble fervant, 





HAMLET.” 
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I cannot fay whether this Mr Hamlet means to make his pro- 
mifed fpeech in future. If he does, I hope he (being, I fuppofe, of 
royal blood) can afford to fet the example of paying the poftage. 

As even Ghofts are fenfible of female charms, I next give a place 
to the billet of a young lady. 


“ My Dear Good Mr PHANTOM, 


“ [ am quite impatient to fee you—do you let me know when I can 
have an audience ; or, if it is impoflible for me to converfe face to 
face with a fpirit, inform me, I befeech you, of my deftiny. I have 
long been courted by a monftrous fweet pretty fellow. Of late he 
has not come near ine. To you, who know every thing, I need 
not tell his name, nor to what regiment he belongs.—Do, my dear 
Ghoft, let me know if he has altogether given me up, or if I may Ttill 
hope he will continue his purfuit. I beg you to be explicit, that I may 
know exactly the ftrength I may give of a dofe of cocquetry.—I am 
moft fincerely yours, CLARISSA.” 


I fhall not think it incumbent to give anfwers to all queftions that 
inay be put me; but I think it neceflary, once for all, to acquaint 
the Public, that though as a Ghoft I have a perfe&t knowledge of paft 
and prefent events, I am altogether or nearly ignorant of futurity. As 
to this particular cafe, | cannot in honour reveal what I know of the 
youth’s fentiments of my correfpondent. And as to what he may do in 
future, in pity to this fair lady, I recommend her to fend her cafe, 
with a proper fee, to Mrs Stewart, No. 51. Upper John Street, Fitzroy 
Square, or Mrs Williams, No. 5. New Store Street, Bedford Square, 
London, whofe profeflion it is to announce the deftiny of the ftars 
to Ladies of charaéter and fortune. But Clarifla will pleafe remem- 
ber, that I do not hold myfelf anfwerable for the truth of thefe Ladies 
predictions.—My next letter is as follows : 


“SiR, 


“ T am not an old man, but I have lived fo long in the world, that in 
my younger days ghofts were in fafhion. I was educated in their belief ; 
and many a time have I enjoyed the fear of them. Many a time have I fat 
with fear and trembling, but with a degree of fatisfa€tion unknown to the 
incredulous, liftening to tales of fpeétres and apparitions. And it has 
been to me no little regret to be told, fince I grew up, that ghofts 
were only creatures of the fancy. So much indeed was I convinced of 
the truth of the firft principles I imbibed, that no reafoning could di- 
veft me of a belief in fpirits ; and now your appearance, as it confirms 
my faith, gives me an enjoyment I cannot exprefs.”———I am obliged 
here to ftop fhort, for what follows is too flattering for me to publifh. 
My next letter runs thus : 





“ Moft Tremendous Sir, 


“* IT am very happy that you have appeared, as I truft it is in your 
power to remove an evil which I have fuftained for many years. I am 
the heir of a very ancient family ; our eftate has defcended lineally al- 
moft fince the Conqueft ; and our family-caftle is one of the moft an- 


cient in the kingdom: but, alas! it has for many years been haunt- 
ed, 
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ed, and confequently uninhabitable, I requeft you, therefore, Moft Ve- 
nerable Mr Phantom, to repair to my manfion-houfe, and examine the 
ghoft who haunts it ; and if you have power to diflodge this evil fpirit, 
I hereby oblige myfelf, upon your doing fo, to fubicribe for one hun- 


dred copies of the Ghoft.—I am your Worfhip’s moft obedient, 
“ THOMAS OLDcASTLE” 


Mr Oldcaftle may repofe in eafe, and enjoy his family-feat with- 
outalloy. I have, fincethe receipt of his epiftle, infpected it. [have cleared 
it of the ghoft with which it was infefted. Let him not inquire the 
name of the fpirit, or the reafon of his refidence at the caftle; thefe 
circumftances I am not permitted to relate. Suffice it to fay, that Tho- 
mas Oldcaftle, Efquire, may in peace, and without fear, occupy his cha- 
teau, the ghoft being actually expelled, never to return. And, in con- 
fequence of my having fo well entitled myfelf to the reward for this 
difghoftation, I have dire@ted one hundred. additional copies to be here- 
after thrown off for Mr Oldcaftle. 

Before I conclude this fubjeét, let me obferve, that as there are ftill 
many fuch evils exifting in this country, the world may fee at whai 
an eafy rate I can cure haunted houfes. For myfelf, my incorporeality 
puts me beyond all earthly rewards. But as the profits of this Pa- 
per are meant to be devoted to the moft philanthropic purpofes, I do 
hereby advertife, that I am ready to cure all haunted houfes at the very 
low rate which I have accepted from my correfpondent Mr Oldcaftle. 
This propofal will alfo, I flatter myfelf, be of great benefit to man- 
kind, by giving thefe Effays a moft extenfive circulation, in addition 
to the ordinary fale of the Paper. At this day we may furely calculate 
one hundred houfes to be ftill haunted in the kingdom. Now, if the 
proprietor of each fubfcribes for one hundred copies, (and I wont lay 
ghofts cheaper), the additional fale will be ten thoufand, which, allow- 
ing each copy to be read by ten perfons, will enlighten one hundred 
thoufand people.—The next is a fhort note from a lady. 


* Pray, Mr PHANTOM, give me leave to afk you, Have there ever 


been, or are there now, any witches in the world ? 
“ JOHANNA ScorTt.” 


I anfwer, That whether there were or were not witches in former 
times, Mifs Scott will judge on perufing the trials of many old women 
convicted before our courts, and burnt, upon their own confeflion of be- 
ing witches. At the prefent day, I readily declare, that there exift none 
but young witches. 

One letter which I have received contains a moft infamous propofal, 
and deferves to be expofed to the Public. 


“ Mr PHANTOM, 

“J was much pleafed on reading your firft Number, as I am con- 
vinced that you can render me an eflential fervice, for which you fhall 
not go unrewarded. Iam a printer, and propofe, as foon as matters can 
be properly arranged, to /et a-goimg a New{paper, upon a plan infinitely 
fuperior to any now publifhed ; and in which I fhall feverely handle al! 
men in power ;. and as I mean to pique myfelf upon priority of intelli- 
gence to all other papers, I fhall allow you a very handfome falary, if 
you will furnifh me with the foreign intelligence, which your fituation 


fo eminently qualifies you for; or, if this fhould be difagreeable or in- 
convenient, 
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convenient, I 2m willing to make you a very genteei prefent, if you will 
only permit me to u‘e your name, I need not hint, that this letter is 
meant for your own per refal only, not to ke communicated to the Public. 


Tam, &c. . 
‘ “ OLIVER Type.” 
What! does this caitiff printer imagine, that it is confiftent with the 


purity cf a fpirit to become the vehicle of lying intelligence, or to hel; 
to fupport a miferable party-paper? When new{papers fhall be dedicated 


to truth, and their country’s good, they will then not be unwofthy cr 


my affiftance. I fhall for the prefent infert only one letter, which runs 
thus: 
“ DEAR SiR, 

“ The benefit that you will do the world muft, I am fure, be inefti- 
mable. The good effects of your appearance, I can fay for my own 
part, are already felt in my family. There was nothing before but uproar 
and difturbance. Every fervant and child would have a will of their own. 

gut now that they know a Ghoft is abroad that fees every thing, they are 
terrified at his very name, and are as fubmiflive and quiet as I could with. 
Do write fomething in your next Number to maintain this falutary fear, 
and keep good order in families; and you will much oblige, among o- 


thers, your humble fervant 
mites ™ ? * CATHARINE CAREFUL.” 


1 muft inform this Lady that fhe has altogether miftaken my nature, 
and the intention of my appearance. I am not a Ghoft to frighten chil- 
dren. Far from wifhing to fupport fuperftition, it fha!l be my endeavour 
to counteract it, and by enlightening the world to diveft mankind of pre- 
judice, fo that people may be induced to do what is right, rather by rea- 


fon than from flavith fear. 


I have, in the beginning of this Number, mentioned, what indeed my 
readers muft know, that I am the general fubject of converfation in the 
coffechoufes ; the conftant queftion being, “ Have you feen the Ghoft?” 
and I am very much diverted with the conjeCtures refpecting me. Ina 
circle at Poole’s Coffeehoufe yefterday, I heard this very keenly difcuffed. 
One of the company faw clearly that | was a democrat ; another was e- 
qually certain that I was an ariftocrat; and a third that I was a jag 
emigrant; and all prove their pofitions from what has been faid in th 
two firft Numbers ; which fhewed thefe gentlemen to be very sath a ; 
as I am certain that there is not a word from the beginning to the end of 


either, from which any inference whatever of my notions of politics can, 


be drawn. But this fhews, that when any perfon has formed a hy ypo- 
thefis, he will turn and twift the truth from its moft plain and obvious 
meaning, to prove it. Another gentleman infifted that I was an atheift, 
which he faid was evident from many paflages in preceding Numbers. 
But this was ftrongly denied by one of the company, who very properly 
afferted, that this was impoflible, as no atheift ever believed in ghofts ; 

and, a ‘fortiori, that no ghoft could be an atheift. One man very fa- 
piently, like Scrub in the play, thought I muft be a Jefuit. But of all 
others the beft founded conjeCture was that of a lawyer, who was certain 


that I was a fpy. 





[SECOND EDITION.) 


Sold by G. Mupie anpd Son, South Bridge, Edinburgh ; who receive Communica- 
tions for this Paper, poft paid, and addrefled to Mr Phantom. The Guost may 
alfo be had of Cameron anpD Murpocs, Glafgow, and of S. apaeent Ruffel Court, 


Jan 
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